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Army, police service and raise and spend its own taxes, making
a suitable contribution to the central administration. They
came to me on thek way to Sir Percy and asked me to sup-
port thek request. I said No ; whatever H.M.G. decided
would have my loyal support as a Government servant, but
until that decision was given I muSt exercise my private
opinion which was that what they asked was not in the
interests of the country as a whole and would not prove to be
permanently in thek own interests. . . With that they went
to Sir Percy who gave them a sympathetic hearing but said in
general terms that he would not conceal from them that
H.M.G. wanted to see a United Iraq. However a large
degree of local autonomy would be consistent with that end
and a compromise on these lines should be considered. ...
I have been elefted President of the Bagdad Public Library ...
The Reception Committee got thek programme through
the Council on Monday. Mutasarrif Rashid Bey, a strong
Sharifian, brought it in to us for Sk Percy's approval on Tues-
day. What they wanted to know was what part Sk Percy
was going to take and above all whether he would provide a
guard of honour. I promised to get the reply as soon as
possible. But things don't go as quickly as that and yester-
day morning, Wed., Rashid Bey turned up again and said
they had no answer. Later in the morning I arranged that he
and Majid Bey al Shawi should come in and have a personal
interview. Meantime Nuri Said, who had been in Basrah,
had seen me the previous evening and told me about the popu-
lar demonstration. He thought it might result in an immediate
acclamation of Faisal as King, and asked me anxiously whether
we should mind that. I answered in suitable terms that we
only wanted to know the opinion of the country. . . . All this
I reported to Sk Percy that night at a ball given by Lady Cox
and it may have partly influenced his answer to Rashid Bey
next morning. Anyway Faisal is to have his guard of honour
both at Basrah and here. . . .

I expeft Faisal will come to terms with the Basrah magnates
and satisfy them that Basrah will receive full consideration.
Mr. Cornwallis is with him, a tower of Strength and wisdom,
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